IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the application of 
Yoshihiro FUKANO et al . 

U.S. Serial No. 10/706,945 Group Art Unit: 3679 

Filing Date: November 14, 2003 Examiner: A. Dunwoody 

Title: TUBE JOINT 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR § 
1.56, the attached form and document (s) indicate information of 
which the applicant (s) has/have recently become aware and which 
may be relevant to the above-identified application. 

The information is in the form of references, which were 
cited in an office action (mailing date November 28, 2006) in a 
counterpart foreign patent application pending before the 
Japanese Patent Office (JPO) . A copy of the JPO office action 
(including a summary translation thereof) is attached, together 
with copies of the reference (s) cited therein. Partial English 
translations and/or English language summaries of the citations 
are attached with each of the references. 

In addition, the indication that these reference (s) 
has/have been cited in a foreign counterpart application 



satisfies the requirement for a concise explanation of relevance, 
as noted in the Manual of Patent Examining Procedure, MPEP § 609. 



37 CFR 1.97(e) Statement. Each item of information 
contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was 
first cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this 
information disclosure statement. 



This information is being submitted after the filing of a 
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) on May 3, 2005, but 
before mailing of any subsequent office action pursuant to the 
RCE. Accordingly, no additional fees are currently due with this 
submission. The Examiner is requested to indicate consideration 
of this information by initialing and returning a copy of the IDS 
form (PTO/SB/08a) attached herewith. 

Should any other fees be considered due in connection with 
this or any accompanying communication, such fees may be charged 
to Account No. 07-2519. 




Date: February 9, 2007 



Paul A. Guss 



Respectfully submitted, 




Paul A. Guss 
Attorney for Applii 
Reg. No. 33,099 



CS-31-031114 
775 S. 23rd St. #2 
Arlington, VA 22202 
(703) 486-2710 
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